
EQUINE PHYSICAL EXAM REPORT 
Case #            Date 
Veterinarian in Charge: _________________                              Assisting Veterinarian: _________________________ 

Animal ID#: ___________________        Halter tag #: _______  Color/markings:________________________________ 

   or name: ____________________ Sex:    Stallion     Gelding     Mare     Filly 

   Brand or Lip tattoo: ___________ Age:   Juvenile     Adult     Geriatric                 ~________years old 

   Microchip: none found     # ____________________ Breed: ______________________________________________ 

 

MENTATION:  alert/responsive dull/depressed  _____________________ 

MM:   pink or discolored (_______) moist   tacky   dry   

CRT:    ≤2 seconds     >2 seconds    

HYDRATION:  adequate  dehydrated (~_______%) 

GAIT:   sound grade 1     grade 2    grade 3 

SKIN:    NSF   dermatophilus (rain rot) wound(s) _________________________________________________________ 

  ___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

HOOVES:   NSF   overgrown ______________________________________________________________________ 

FECAL SAMPLE: field/pooled sample  fresh sample   not collected           

T: ________ P: _____________  R: _____________  GUT SOUNDS: absent     rare     present     excessive 

 

ADDITIONAL NOTES:   

 

 

RECOMMENDATIONS:  

 

 

PICTURES: 

� Front view with placard 

� Left side 

� Right side 

� Rear 

� Angled over shoulder if BCS <5 

� Angled from rear if BCS <5 

� Close up of any abnormalities/wounds: __________________________________ 

 
CASE EXAM/MEDICAL RECORDS VERIFIED BY VETERINARIAN IN CHARGE: _________________________________ 
 
TRANSFER:    



Equine Body Condition Score:    __________ 

 

Condition Neck Withers Loin Tailhead Ribs Shoulder 

1 
Poor 

Bone Structure 
easily noticeable 

Bone structure 
easily noticeable 

Spinous processes 
project prominently 

Tailhead (pinbones) 
and hook bones 
prominently projecting 

Ribs projecting 
prominently 

Bone structure easily 
noticeable 

2 
Very Thin 

Faintly 
discernable Faintly discernible 

Slight fat covering over 
base of spinous 
processes. Transverse 
processes of lumbar 
vertebrae feel rounded. 
Spinous processes are 
prominent. 

Tailhead prominent Ribs prominent Faintly discernible 

3 
Thin Neck accentuated Withers 

accentuated 

Fat buildup halfway on 
spinous processes but 
easily discernible. 
Transverse processes 
cannot be felt. 

Tailhead prominent 
but individual 
vertebrae cannot be 
visually identified. 
Hook bones appear 
rounded, but are still 
easily discernible. Pin 
bones not 
distinguishable. 

Slight fat cover 
over ribs. Ribs 
easily 
discernible. 

Shoulder 
accentuated. 

4 
Moderately 

Thin 

Neck not 
obviously thin 

Withers not 
obviously thin 

Negative crease along 
back 

Prominence depends 
on conformation, fat 
can be felt. Hook 
bones not discernible. 

Faint outline 
discernible 

Shoulder not 
obviously thin. 

5 
Moderate 

Neck blends 
smoothly into 
body 

Withers rounded 
over spinous 
processes 

Back level 
Fat around tailhead 
beginning to feel 
spongy 

Ribs cannot be 
visually 
distinguished but 
can be easily 
felt. 

Shoulder blends 
smoothly into body. 

6 
Moderately 

Fleshy 

Fat beginning to 
be deposited 

Fat beginning to 
be deposited 

May have slight positive 
crease down back. 

Gat around tailhead 
feels soft 

Fat over ribs 
feels spongy 

Fat beginning to be 
deposited 

7  
Fleshy 

Fat deposited 
along neck 

Fat deposited 
along withers 

May have positive crease 
down back 

Fat around tailhead is 
soft 

Individual ribs 
can be felt, 
noticeable filling 
between ribs 
with fat. 

Fat deposited behind 
shoulder 

8 
Fat 

Noticeable 
thickening of neck 

 Area along 
withers filled with 
fat 

Positive crease down 
back Tailhead fat very soft Difficult to feel 

ribs 

Area behind shoulder 
filled in flush with 
body 

9 
Extremely 

Fat 
Bulging fat Bulging fat Obvious positive crease 

down back 
Bulging fat around 
tailhead 

Patchy fat 
appearing over 
ribs. 

Bulging fat. 


